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The College celebrates and encourages individuality; many students
choose THC because they know that they will receive the teaching,
learning and support that suits their personal needs and aspirations.
We nurture our students carefully, watching them grow into mature,
successful adults - THC enables individuals.
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A CUT ABOVE 

THE REST

Aspiring fashion designer, Anika
Amrin, is well on her way to
realising her ambition, thanks to
her determination, and support
from Tower Hamlets College
(THC).This autumn, she will
begin a Foundation Degree
Course in Textiles at one of the
world’s leading art and design
institutions, Central St Martins
College in London.
Anika arrived in Britain from Bangladesh in 2006.
She spoke little English language, but was absolutely
clear what career she wanted.

She applied to THC to study a BTEC National Diploma
in Art and Design, along with ‘A’ level Art and Design
Contextual Studies. She had not taken any creative
subjects in Bangladesh, but college staff were
impressed by her enthusiasm and offered 
her a place on a trial basis.

They did not regret their decision. Anika 
immediately began producing excellent work 
and rapidly improved her spoken English.

She achieved the highest possible grade for her
National Diploma with three Distinctions, and 
an X? grade for her ‘A’ level.

She will begin studying with the help of a £5,000
bursary from law firm Allen and Overy, awarded 
in recognition of her talent.

She says:“My teachers at college were fantastic,
especially when my English was so poor to begin with.”

WELCOME

At Tower Hamlets College, we strive to give our
students the skills, self-assurance and motivation they
need to develop as mature and successful individuals.
Our greatest achievements are our students and this
publication is a celebration of their successes.

Their backgrounds are diverse, as are the routes they
take to fulfill their ambitions. The College celebrates
and encourages this individuality, supporting
everyone, not only through teaching and learning,
but through the personal care they may need to
attain their goals.

Our focus on individuality boosts our students’
personal successes , helping them to reach their 
full potential as they progress through life.

Our learners are our strongest ambassadors 
and we are very proud to be represented by them
and their achievements.

Rupert Middleton
Chair of Governors
Tower Hamlets College

Success, formally defined as “an event that
accomplishes its intended purpose.” Personally,
I define it as aspiring to and actually attaining 
your targets, which is attributed to a fruitful
combination of attitude and ability.

I found success in Tower Hamlets College through
hard work and perseverance. The success I am
referring to is being elected as the President of the
Student Union at the College. By far one of the most
challenging experiences of my life, against tough
opposition I prevailed.

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage
every one of you reading this address that anything
and everything is possible. Tower Hamlets College
has many marvellous facilities and support services,
I know if you fully utilise what THC has to offer,
YOU WILL SUCCEED!

Julianah Fawehinmi 
Student Union President
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LEGAL EAGLE FLIES 

TO CAMBRIDGE

When Musleh Halim Uddin achieved four A* and six A grades 
in his GCSEs, he knew he could study for A levels just about
anywhere he wanted. He chose Tower Hamlets College.“It was
quite simple. I looked at the leagues tables and it was among 
the top performers,” he says.
His reasoning paid off; having achieved four A grade ‘A’
levels he has secured a place at Cambridge, one of the
world’s most prestigious universities, to study law.

Musleh, who grew up in Stepney, enrolled at Tower
Hamlets College to study A levels in Law, Psychology,
Government and Politics and English.

Through the college, he gained work experience at top
City law firms, and was assigned a mentor from
Simmons and Simmons. His essay on why he wanted
to be a lawyer won him a bursary from his mentor’s
firm, which contributes towards university tuition fees.

Mesleh’s tutors convinced him to apply to Clare
College in Cambridge. “My tutor Kathryn Evans
encouraged me to attend an Interview Preparation
Day there,” he said.“Tower Hamlets College
supported me all the way. It has excellent business
links and gave me opportunities that other students
don’t have.”

Musleh intends to work for a year to save money for
Cambridge. He plans to focus his career on shipping
and contracts law.
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BREAKING

DOWN THE

LANGUAGE

BARRIER

Natalia Szymczyk, from Poland,
came to Britain in 2006 at the
age of 16. A lively and sociable
teenager, leaving her friends
and familiar life was tough.“It
was very scary for me; I knew
very little about England and
had no confidence in speaking
the language,” she says.

But within a year of enrolling on a Foundation English
for Young Adults (FEYA) course at Tower Hamlets
College, Natalia had found her feet. Once able to read,
write and speak English she quickly made friends.
“There are so many different languages spoken at
college, the only way to communicate was through
English. I was so glad when I could do that.”

Natalia continued her studies at THC with courses in
ICT, Literacy and Maths. She hopes to start her own
business, and has now enrolled on a BTEC First
Business Diploma.

Her tutor praised her mature and responsible
approach to her studies, and she received an
Outstanding Achievement prize at Tower Hamlets
College’s 2008 Student Awards.

“This college has opened my mind dramatically.
My teachers and my friends are so helpful and the
atmosphere is fantastic,” she says.
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MAGIC COURSE 

FOR COMPUTER WIZ

Not all the routes to success necessarily pass through university.
Zakaria Kawsar’s fascination with computers led him to a 
year-long vocational computing course at Tower Hamlets College.
The Skills4IT programme teaches students how to install, maintain
and troubleshoot software and hardware, giving them an industry-
recognised qualification and workplace skills.The course is followed
by a six-month work placement.

Zak, 19, from Shadwell, is now permanently
employed by insurance agent Chaucer Syndicates
Limited, having completed work experience with
their IT support team. He is one of many Tower
Hamlets students who have found employment
through the Skills4IT course.

He says:“The course changed my life. I was over the
moon to be offered a job as I love the work. If it
wasn’t for Tower Hamlets College and the support of
my tutor I wouldn’t be where I am today - I’d still be a
kid looking for a break and without a focus.”

Zak, whose father passed away when he was six,
adds:“I am so happy with my career; my colleagues
are like my extended family and I can support my
family now as well.”

A TRUE STORY 

OF BRAVERY

There are an awful lot of
‘triumph over adversity’stories
competing for attention
nowadays, but Shuhena Bhanu
really has battled against
overwhelming odds to achieve
her goal.This year she will begin
studying for a law degree at the
University of London’s School 
of Oriental and African Studies.
She achieved two As and one B
grade in her ‘A’ levels at Tower
Hamlets College, but it has not
been an easy journey.
At school, Shuhena was diagnosed with bipolar
disorder, and like many people with mental health
issues, she was the victim of prejudice and
misunderstanding. Her illness led to her being sent
to a pupil referral unit. Despite this, she passed six
GCSEs, but due to her medical history, faced rejection
from a number of colleges to study ‘A’ levels.

But Tower Hamlets College spotted her potential,
and offered her a place. She completed a two week
work experience placement at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office. She says.“I learnt so much,
and our college had more students there than any
other institute.”

Passionate about politics, she is also a keen writer
and won a poetry competition run by the London
Schools of Economics.

She says: “Tower Hamlets College did an excellent
job and made me realise that the barriers I saw 
need not exist.”
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MOVE 

OVER 

BANKSY

Scribbling on the walls is not
behaviour for which small boys
are usually rewarded, but for
James Boman, it is leading to
degree in Fine Art.“I have been
drawing on my bedroom walls
and ceilings since I was a kid, to
the stage where there isn’t any
space left,”says the 19-year-old
student from Bethnal Green.

His passion and talent for art has flourished at Tower
Hamlets College, where he completed AS Level
courses in Art, Business, Computing and Media
Studies before enrolling on a BTEC National Diploma
in Art and Design. He hopes to win a place London’s
prestigious St Martins University to study for an
honours degree in Fine Art.

“The amount of support and guidance this College
has given me is immeasurable; they’ve made
studying enjoyable for me,” says James, a former
pupil of Morpeth Secondary School.“I have had
opportunities to attend work experience and my
tutor has been really encouraging.”

James received a Merit for his first year in BTEC and is
likely to receive a place at university after he
completes his second year.“This College has really
prepared me and taught me how to produce work
effectively,” he adds.
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STUDENT 

FROM A WELL-

CONNECTED 

COLLEGE

When Tower Hamlets College
student Sarwar Zaman begins
his law degree this year, he will
already be equipped with an
enviable CV,with experience of
senior City law firms, high-level
political debating and
international summits.
Former Morpeth School pupil Sarwar chose Tower
Hamlets College for ‘A’ levels, achieved straight A
grades and won a place at the renowned London
School of Economics.

At the college, he was assigned a mentor from
insurance underwriter Lloyd’s of London. Work
placements were arranged for him with law firms,
and he was selected by the London School of
Economics for additional teaching from leading
academics. In a mock G8 summit he was voted the
best speaker by his peers. He won a bursary from
Simmons and Simmons, which will contribute to his
university fees.

During a placement in the Foreign and
Commonwealth office, he discussed international
issues with a senior minister, and delivered a
presentation on aid to Africa to Prince Charles and
Foreign Secretary David Miliband.

Last summer, Sarwar was selected by the Bank of
America for an internship, and flown to Washington
as a British student representative in a leadership
summit. He visited the White House and met the
Governor of West Virginia.

Sarwar credits Tower Hamlets College for providing
these unique opportunities.“Along with all the
support tutors give, the best thing about the college
is its close links to firms in Docklands and the City.”
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STEP UP TO 

SUCCESS

Nicole Miller, 17, is honest
enough to own up to her
mistakes.“I was really rowdy
in school and I ended up
performing badly in my
GCSEs,” she admits.

But she applied her strong-minded character to
changing her direction, and enrolled on Tower
Hamlet College’s Step Up course, for students who
have left school with few or no GCSEs.“It was the
best decision I ever made,” she says.

She progressed to an Entry to Employment (e2e
course) at the college. “I learnt all about the
professional world, with communications, writing
and customer care. The teachers were fantastic in
encouraging me to achieve.”

Nicole followed up with a BTEC Media Studies course
at Tower Hamlets College and is now studying for a
Health and Social Care Diploma.

Keen to encourage others, she is a Volunteer Youth
Worker, mentoring and advising young people. She
successfully applied for an £18,000 National Lottery
fund to run workshops and community trips for
people with behavioral and emotional problems.

She says,“I really want be a role model to young
people. Everybody thinks if you have left school
without GCSEs, your life is over. I want to show that
is not the case.“
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WORK EXPERIENCE KEY

TO STUDENT SUCCESS

Shahanaz Hussain, 19, from Poplar, has just begun the second year
of her law degree at Cambridge University. She attended Tower
Hamlets College for ‘A’ level studies, where tutors encouraged her
to apply to the world-class university and arranged extensive
work experience for her.

“I never once thought of attending Cambridge 
but my teachers told me that I should consider it,”
she says.“They really supported me in writing my
personal statement, making sure I included all 
my extra curricular activities.”

Shahanaz, a former pupil of Central Foundation Girls
School in Bow, completed work placements with top
city law firms Allen and Overy, Clifford Chance and
Linklaters. She believes this helped to win her place
at Cambridge.“At the interview, they were really
impressed with the fact that I had done so much
work experience in law firms”

Although her ‘A’ level results were one grade below
Cambridge’s conditional offer, Shahanaz was still
accepted on the basis of her excellent interview and
her dedication to extra curricular activities. She
achieved a 2.1 grade for her first year at university.

She adds,“Studying at Cambridge is very intense.
But I can handle it; I think my time at Tower Hamlets
College helped prepare me.”
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96% A Level pass rate in 2008

57% A-C grades achieved a A Levels

100% Students achieved 100 per cent pass
rate in nine Level 3 vocational subjects   

62% of students on Level 3 vocational
courses received distinctions & merits 

Our Beacon Award ensures that we are amongst the
leading UK Colleges; this award represents national
recognition for our excellence in teaching and learning
which we pass onto our students.

STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARDS

The Tower Hamlets College Student Achievement Awards is one
of our most popular events of the year. The ceremony is held to
honour some of the remarkable young men and women we are
proud to call our own.
The winners include those who go the extra mile to
deliver excellent work and achieve fantastic results.
We also give credit to students who, through great
effort and determination, strive hard to overcome
obstacles and reach their goals.

Students from every department within the college
may be nominated for an award for their programme
area by their tutors, teachers or heads of programme.
In addition, an Outstanding Achievement Cross
College Award is presented to one student.

Tower Hamlets College believes it is vital to
encourage and motivate students by supporting
them and publicly acknowledging their talents and
triumphs. The Student Achievement Awards are
presented every year at a celebration event attended
by college staff and students, who may invite family
members and friends.
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